
FRENCH 21F.301/351 - FRENCH I 
IAP 2014 

 
 
Schedule: MTWRF: 9:00  – 12:00  
Class starts: January 6th 
Class ends: January 29th    
Room:  4-249 
Professor:  Stefanie Goyette 
Office hours: MW 12:30-4pm, F 12-2pm, and by appointment - 
http://stefaniegoyette.youcanbook.me 
Office: 16-675 
E-mail: sgoyette@mit.edu 
Twitter: @sylvie0marchand 
Course website (check daily): - https://stellar.mit.edu/S/course/21F/fa13/21F.301/ 
Program website (check regularly): http://web.mit.edu/fll/www/languages/French.html 
 
Textbooks: Parallèles, communication et culture by Nicole Fouletier-Smith, third edition, 

Prentice Hall, 2004. 
Parallèles, communication et culture, Cahier d’activités (written exercises and lab. 
exercises) accompanying the textbook.  
Harper Collins Robert French College Dictionary by Daphne Day and Caitlin 
McMahon (editors), third edition, Harper and Collins, 2000.  

 
Prerequisite: 21F.301/351 is a beginning level course designed for students who have no prior 

knowledge of French. 
 
Course Description:  
 
21F.301/351 offers an introduction to the French language as well as an opportunity to discover 
the culture of the French-speaking world. Emphasis is placed on the acquisition of vocabulary 
and grammatical concepts through active communication. We will work on listening 
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing in each class. The course will be conducted in 
French, with authentic visuals to reinforce meaning without reliance on English. Students will 
receive immediate exposure to authentic French via video sources, the Internet, diverse cultural 
materials, and printed documents. There is a coordinated language lab program, and the use of a 
variety of resources will aid in the development of cultural awareness and linguistic proficiency. 
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We will also be using Twitter to share Francophone Internet resources, and to share our plans 
and daily activities. As a result of the various activities you will engage in during class, you will 
emerge with the confidence you need to interact in French in the classroom and beyond.  
 

Course Objectives 
This is an introductory French course. It will be conducted in French. The goals for this IAP session 
are: 
 
1.  to be able to understand, speak, write, and read in the present, future, and past tenses; 
2.  to be able to write a short composition, using the same material, without the use of a dictionary; 
3.  to become acquainted with the customs, history, and civilization of the French-speaking world; 
4.  to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation for one's own culture and others 

 
Course Requirements: 
 
We will cover the preliminary chapter and the next 7 chapters (Intro and chapters 1 through 7) of 
your textbook. Both oral and written work are extremely important. 
  
A. Attendance 

• Because of the intensive nature of the course, attendance is required at all class meetings.  
2 unexcused absences will result in the penalty of a half letter grade reduction of 
your final grade in the course. 3 unexcused absences will result in a full letter grade 
reduction. Regular late arrivals and/or more than 3 unexcused absences will result 
in a failing grade in the course.  Your active participation is essential.  

• Should you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what was done in class, 
what handouts were given, what the next assignment is, etc. Exchanging phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses with other students in the class for that purpose is 
important. Absences, excused or not, are not a sufficient reason for being unprepared for 
the next class. If you miss a class, you should e-mail me with a valid reason within 24 
hours or come to see me during my office hours. I also encourage you to come and see 
me in my office whenever you need any additional help. 

 
B. Homework  
 
Students are expected to do the assigned readings, to be prepared before class and to participate 
actively in all course activities, group work, etc. Active participation in class is vital for your 
progress in learning French and your participation will be assessed daily. The grade will be based on 
your ability and willingness to participate and demonstrate that you have studied the vocabulary and 
grammar assigned. You will also be assessed on your participation in our Twitter project, which will 
be detailed the first week of class. 
 
For every chapter, you will receive a detailed syllabus outlining the work for the following weeks. 
Therefore, your assignments will be announced ahead of time. They will include: 
 
★ studying the vocabulary and grammar in the textbook Parallèles; 
★ writing and correcting blog posts (polished and organized, like short compositions) 
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★ completing the assigned written exercises. These will be collected at the end of each chapter; I 
will do my best to correct them and return them to you the day before the exam; 
completing all the “Compréhension auditive” exercises and the revision exercises in the cahier 
d’activités from the audio CDs that accompany each chapter. Specific exercises for this part will 
not be assigned: you will do all of them in your own time and at your own pace. However, it is 
recommended that you keep up with the material covered in the book. You will be expected to 
have done all the oral comprehension exercises by the time we have each exam and they 
will be collected at that time. These exercises are a good preparation for the aural 
comprehension part of the exams. You can find the “Compréhension auditive” part of the 
workbook on-line under “lab audio” at: https://web.mit.edu/21f.301/www/paralleles/ (You need 
to have certificates installed on your computer before you can download the audio.) 
 
NOTE: In the cahier d’exercices, the aural comprehension and the written exercises for each 
chapter are divided as follows: 
 

★ aural comprehension (“Compréhension auditive”), pp. 5-56 
★ written exercises (“Expression écrite et lectures”), pp. 59-230 
 

Audio Resources / FL&L Resource Center 
The physical Resource Center is currently closed, but you have access to audio and video resources 
online at https://web.mit.edu/21f.301/www/paralleles/. 
You also have the CDs that come with your book, which are an integral part of your learning and 
preparation – you should be listening to the appropriate exercises daily. I will provide you with the 
oral exercise answer keys. NOTE: You are required to correct your oral assignments before 
you hand them in. I will also be providing further online resources, primarily through UT Austin’s 
Interactive French Grammar (Tex’s French Grammar) - http://www.laits.utexas.edu/tex/ 
 
Class preparation time 
Students are expected to submit written assignments on time. You will need to work one to two 
hours after each class to be fully prepared for the next class. Consistent dedication is essential in 
order to make this class a rewarding and productive experience.  
Note: Late homework will not be accepted. 
 
Additional preparation and resources 
★ do as many of the CD-ROM activities as you wish (they will be optional but they do provide 
good reinforcement).  
★ listen to the vocabulary audio CDs. They offer very good pronunciation practice. 
★ please check the course site daily - https://stellar.mit.edu/S/course/21F/fa13/21F.301/ 
★ check the MIT French web page for regular updates on the program, French resources, as well 
as useful information about available French grants and fellowships for both undergraduate and 
graduate students: http://web.mit.edu/fll/www/languages/French.html 
★ become a member of the Francophone Club: http://web.mit.edu/francophone/www.index.html 
 
Students are expected to submit written assignments on time.  Late homework will not be 
accepted.  You will need to work two to three hours – or more – after each class to be fully 



S. Goyette 
MIT 
January 2014 

4 

prepared for the next class.  The schedule will be highly intensive, and therefore full-time dedication 
is essential on order to make this class a rewarding and productive experience.  
 
C. Exams: 
 
Three exams, which are all required, will be scheduled throughout the month.  If you miss any 
exam and want to make it up, you need to make arrangements with me ahead of time.  If you miss 
any exam because of an illness or an accident, you or someone on your behalf needs to call the 
office the day the exam is administered in order to be allowed to make it up later.  Make-ups will 
not be allowed if this procedure is not strictly respected.  Quizzes may be given without prior 
notice on any day.  These cannot be made up.  
 
D. Grading: 
 
Evaluation 
 
Grades will be based on quizzes, class work and participation, attendance, homework including lab 
work, compositions, and three exams. 
   
Grading procedure:  
 
Three exams   25%  
Quizzes   10% 
Twitter    10% 
Attendance and participation 20% 
Homework and compositions 25% 
Final theatre project  10% 
 
Grading scale   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic Integrity 
See http://integrity.mit.edu/. (Please remember that you cannot ask someone else to check your 
written homework and that use of on-line translation programs for assignments is considered 
plagiarism.) 
 
Electronic Devices  
Cell phones must be turned off before you enter the classroom and laptops may not be used in class 
except for certain specified activities. 
 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B  83-86 
B-  80-82 
C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 
C-  70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 
D- 60-62 
F less than 60% 
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Schedule: 
 
This schedule is a tentative one.  We will follow a flexible schedule and revise it as we go along if 
necessary. 
 

Dates Contenu 
le 6 janvier  Introduction, prise de contact, etc.   

le 7 janvier 
 

Dossier préliminaire 

le 8 janvier 
 

Chapitre 1 - Premiers contacts 

le 9 janvier  
 

Chapitre 1  

le 10 janvier Chapitre 2  
 

le 13 janvier 
 

Chapitre 2 

le 14 janvier Chapitre 3 
 

le 15 janvier 
 

Chapitre 3 
*Première composition à rendre 

le 16 janvier  
 

Chapitre 3 & 4 / Révision  

le 17 janvier 
 

EXAMEN 1 – Chapitres 0-3 

***le 20 janvier, MLK DAY, jour férié, pas 
de classe*** 

Reposez-vous bien ! 

le 21 janvier  
 

Chapitre 4 

le 22 janvier  
 

Chapitre 4/Chapitre 5 
  

le 23 janvier 
 

Chapitre 5 
*Deuxième composition à rendre  

le 24 janvier 
 

Chapitre 5/Chapitre 6 
EXAMEN 2 – Chapitres 4-5    

le 27 janvier Chapitre 6/Chapitre 7 
    

le 28 janvier 
 

Chapitre 7 

le 29 janvier 
  

Chapitre 7 
9h-10h EXAMEN 3 – Chapitres 6-7  
10h-11h PAUSE / Répétition 
11h-12h Performances  

 
 


