
Cultural Foundations II: 
Voyages and Voyagers: Fantastic, Spiritual, and Historical Journeys of Discovery 

 

 
Islamic Celestial Globe, 1630 A.D., Smithsonian National Museum of American History 

 
Class meets: Section 1: Mon/Wed 3:30-4:45, Section 2: Mon/Wed 4:55-6:10 
Room: Section 1: 25 West 4th Street C-1, Section 2: Goddard Hall / 45 West 4th St. B01 
Professor: Stefanie Goyette 
Email: stefaniegoyette@nyu.edu 
Office hours: Mondays 12-3, and by appointment - http://stefaniegoyette.youcanbook.me 
Office: Room 668 (Liberal Studies Dept., 726 Broadway, 6th Floor) 
 
Course Description:  

Travel is a fundamental feature of the human experience, whether a voyage is 
undertaken from home to a nearby town or a faraway land, to the depths of hell or the 
kingdom of the gods. Travel can represent a physical displacement that requires negotiation 
with new people and customs, or an encounter with the foreign landscapes that inhabit our 
innermost selves. Texts and stories travel, and manuscripts circulated widely in the Middle 
Ages, bringing new or forgotten scientific and philosophic knowledge from the Arab world to 
the Latin West. People, of course, circulated as well, as Chinese diplomats traveled vast 
distances on missions of peace, and missionaries of numerous religions made efforts to convert 
faraway peoples. European traders and crusaders brought news and stories to the West from 
the Holy Land, or as far away as the kingdoms of China, Japan, and the Indian subcontinent. 
Forays into the “New World” began as early as the 10th century, as Viking expeditions from 
Iceland touched the coasts of “Vinland” in present-day Canada. 

In this class we will explore the rhetorical and thematic roles of travel in religious and 
historical texts, fiction, poetry, and the visual arts. We will focus on travel as it affects the 
spread of knowledge through material records, in writing and illustration, as well as through 
contact between peoples. We will consider the historical role of travel in war, diplomacy, and 
exploration, analyzing how such travels shape the perception of “home” and “self” as they 
expand the conception of “away” and “other.” Finally, we will consider how our own studies 
constitute a form of travel, as we explore the reaches of world cultures and literatures, 
reshaping our understanding of the world and of ourselves. 
 



Texts to be purchased (please buy only these editions, but feel free to buy used): 
•   Coursepack - $40, available at Unique Copy at 252 Greene St, New York, NY 10003 
•   Dante, The Inferno of Dante, trans. by R. Pinsky (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux) 
•   Egil's Saga, ed. by H. Pálsson and P. Edwards (Penguin Books) 
•   Cervantes, Don Quixote, trans. by E. Grossman (Harper Perennial) 
•   Bartolomé de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, trans. by N. Griffin 

(Penguin Books) 
•   Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, 14th or 15th ed. via Cengage if not already owned 
•   All “Classes” readings will be posted under “Resources” (on the left-hand bar) 

 
Assignments & Grading: 
•   Attendance, preparation, active participation (includes 5% for class note taking*) – 20% 

o   Attend classes on time. 3 absences are allowed, no questions asked – this includes 
sick days, so plan accordingly. More than 3 absences, unless for serious illness, will 
lower your grade one degree (A to B), more than 6 will result in a failing grade. Notify 
me in advance of absences for religious holidays. 

o   About 50-75 pages of reading or equivalent viewing per week, longer assignments will 
be signaled in advance 

o   *Each student will act as designated class note-taker twice over the course of the 
semester. The class notes will be posted to a shared Google Doc. Detailed instructions 
will be provided in the first week of class. 

o   Passage preparation and reading questions for each class 
•   Pop ID quizzes (one per week, lowest grade dropped) – 5% 
•   First paper or creative assignment, with revisions – 15% 
•   Second paper or creative assignment – 15% 
•   Final project or paper – 20% 
•   Midterm/final exam – 25% (10% and 15% respectively) 
 
Grading scale:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Academic Integrity and Language Policy: 
Carefully review http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-
guidelines/academic-integrity-for-students-at-nyu.html 

•   Plagiarism in any form (buying papers, copying online sources, citing without 
acknowledgment, etc.) is not tolerated. However, working with other students and 
exchanging essays for editing is encouraged, as long as topics, ideas, and language are 
original and individual. 

 

A 93.5-100 
A- 90-93.5 
B+ 87-89.9 
B  83-86.9 
B-  80-82.9 
C+ 77-79.9 

C 73-76.9 
C-  70-72.9 
D+ 67-69.9 
D 60-66.9 
 
F less than 60% 



Technology Policy:  
Class discussion and attention to peers is essential – no laptops or phones permitted unless for 
specific assignments. I will ask you in advance to bring laptops if needed. 
Differently Abled Students: Students needing special accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to contact the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at (212) 998-4980 as soon 
as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  For more 
information, see the CSD website. http://www.nyu.edu/life/safety-health-wellness/students-
with-disabilities.html 
 
Weekly schedule: subject to change. Changes may be communicated to you in-class or via 
email. All assignments, including videos, are obligatory unless noted in class. 
 

  
UNIT 1: Fantastic Travel 
 

Week 
1 

1/25: Introduction: Why travel? 
•   Traveling characters in folk literatures  
•   Urashimako (Japan) / Oisín (Ireland) (handouts) 
•   Selections from Masako Watanabe, Storytelling in Japanese Art (handout) 
1/27:  
•   Watch: Jennifer 8. Lee, “ The Search for General Tso” 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jennifer_8_lee_looks_for_general_tso?language
=en  

Week 
2 

2/1: Traveling stories, texts, and images.  
•   Taketori Monogatari, or The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter (Japan) (coursepack), 

pp.329-355 
2/3: Time travel 
•   Watch: The Tale of the Princess Kaguya (Studio Ghibli, 2013) (on reserve) 
•   Manga: Sakura Hime (Classes - ALWAYS UNDER “RESOURCES”) 

Week 
3 

2/8: Gender and fantastic travel 
•   Aucassin and Nicolette, (France) (coursepack) pp.120-150 
•   Maps (Classes) 
2/10: Gender continued and writing workshop (class may not meet)  
THIS CLASS WILL MEET INSTEAD AT THE CLOISTERS on 
FEBRUARY 13 
•   Aucassin and Nicolette (France) pp.150-171 

Week 
4 

2/15: PRESIDENT’S DAY – NO CLASS 
 
2/17: The Art of Pilgrimage  
•   Read: Gardner’s Art through the Ages, Chapter 16, “Romanesque 

Europe” – only parts on France and Northern Spain 
•   Watch: Video: Pilgrimage and the Gothic Cathedral, Chartres, France 



•   Read: Church and Reliquary of Sainte-Foy, France 
•   Explore: Sainte-Foy Simulation, on Mapping Gothic France  

  
UNIT 2: Diplomacy, War, and Epic 
 

Week 
5 

THIS WEEK – MUSEUM GROUPS WILL MEET AT THE 
CLOISTERS 
2/22: Crusade Chronicles (France/Jerusalem) 
*First writing project due  
•   William of Tyre: http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/source/tyre-cde.html 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=acls;idno=heb06057  
2/24: Arab views on the Crusades 
•   Selections from Ibn al-Athir, The Collection of Histories and Usamah Ibn-

Munqidh, The Book of Reflections (Classes) 
•   Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, Chapter 10, “The Islamic World” 

Week 
6 

2/29: Diaspora, cultural creation, violence 
•   Egil’s Saga (Iceland) (purchased): Chapters 1, 3, 6, 10, 12, 16-19, 22, 25, 28, 

31, 36, 38 
•   Note: The first part of the saga concerns the rise of King Harald Fair-Hair 

of Norway and his dispute with Thorolf. Thorolf serves him well, but the 
sons of Hildirida grow jealous and cause Harald to suspect Thorolf of 
treachery. Grim (later called Skallagrim) is Thorolf’s brother; Egil is 
Skallagrim’s son. 

3/2: Re-reading violence 
•   Egil’s Saga: Chapters: 40, 43-48, 50, 54-55, 57, 62, 63, 68-71, 90-91 
•   Note: The primary stories in the second part of the saga concern the sons of 

Skallagrim: Egil and his brother Thorolf (a different Thorolf); Egil’s conflict 
with King Erik Blood-Axe of Norway and alliance with King Athelstan of 
England; and Egil’s travels. Play close attention to the themes of violence, 
poetry, and oral performance. 

•   “Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned” (U.S.A.) (coursepack) 

Week 
7 

3/7 
•   Catch-up and midterm review 

3/9 
•   Midterm 

  
3/14-3/20 SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES 
 

  
Spiritual Journeys and the Frame Story: 
 



Week 
8 

3/21: The Frame Story and writing workshop 
•   Alf Layla / Baital Pachisi / 1001 Nights (Persia/India/Europe) (Classes) 

3/23: The Art of Pilgrimage and Visual Devotion 
•   Chaucer, “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale,” from The Canterbury Tales 

(England) (coursepack) 

Week 
9 

3/28: Finish Wife of Bath and 1001 Nights ; writing workshop 
 
3/30: Two views of spiritual travel – Visions of Hell 
•   Dante, Inferno Cantos 1-5, 9-11, 17-19 

Week 
10 

4/4: Two views of spiritual travel – Visions of Hell 
•   Dante, Inferno Cantos 21-24, 31-34 
 
4/6: Two views of spiritual travel – Visions of Heaven 
*Second writing project due 
Receive final project instructions 
 
•   Margery Kempe, The Book of Margery Kempe (England) (coursepack) 
•   Julian of Norwich Showings/Revelations of Divine Love (England) (coursepack) 

  
UNIT 3: Encounters with the New World, Critiques of the Old: 
 

Week 
11 

4/11: Satire and discovery: overlaying the New World on the Old 
•   Bartolomé de las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies 

(Spain/New World) (purchased) pp. xiiii-xxii and pp. 3-56.  
 
4/13: Catch-up day 

Week 
12 

4/18: Barbarism at home 
PODCAST WORKSHOP 
•   Continue with Las Casas (please bring your text)  
•   Read excerpts from Columbus and native accounts of the Spanish arrival on 

Classes 
4/20: Postcolonial interpretations and final project workshop 
•   Montaigne, “Des Cannibales,” and historical accounts of wars of religion 

(France/New World) (coursepack) 
•   Please also watch the following video (sorry about the weird multicultural 

photoshoot in the middle, it was the ‘90s) 
•   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOjDttEtfGI  
•   Read: http://hyperallergic.com/249898/why-cannibals-were-on-every-16th-

century-map-of-the-new-world/ 



Week 
13 

4/25: Literary travels 
•   Cervantes, Don Quixote (Spain) (purchased) Chapters I-IX 
•   Ramon Llull – Selections of the Book of the Order of Chivalry (Classes) 
4/27 
•   Cervantes, Don Quixote Chapters X-XV 

Week 
14 

5/2 and 5/4:  
•   Cervantes, Don Quixote, Chapters TBA 
•   Catch up and exam review 
•   *5/4: Final Projects due* 

Week 
15 

5/9: Final presentations 

Final 
Exam 

 
TAKE HOME – Will be submitted electronically 
DUE DATES DEPEND ON YOUR SECTION (per the registrar) 
Get your dates here: 
http://www.nyu.edu/life/resources-and-services/nyu-studentlink/registration-records-
and-graduation/registration/registration-schedules.html  
 

 
Class Requirements: CHECKLIST 

 
Ø   Attendance: I do not take verbal attendance, but I note in my grade book whether you are 

present or not. You have three allowed absences, no questions asked. THESE INCLUDE 
SICK DAYS, so plan accordingly. 

Ø   Notify me in advance of absences for religious holidays. You are not required to specify 
your faith or the nature/name of the holiday if you do not want to do so. 

Ø   If you miss class: You are responsible for catching up on reading and obtaining notes from 
your classmates. It is important to do this, since we often discuss writing assignments in class, 
and you may miss vital clarifications. If you have questions, check the syllabus and course 
website on Classes for information, then ask a classmate. If you cannot find the answer by any 
of these means, email me. 

Ø   Reading quizzes: Your three allowed absences include a dropped reading quiz grade for that 
day. 

Ø   Participation: Good participation includes preparedness (having completed reading and 
viewing assignments) and active participation in discussion. I give a daily percentage grade for 
participation and it is a major part of the final grade. 

Ø   Readings: Come to class with your Coursepack or purchased book. On days when the 
assignment is available through Classes, you may bring your laptop. If you do not have your 
text or a way to access it, you will be asked to leave. 

Ø   Assignments: You are responsible for handing in assignments on-time in the format called 
for by the assignment description. All assignment descriptions will be handed out in paper 
form and posted to the website (under “Resources”). I give extensions willingly IF you contact 
me in advance of the due date. The earlier the better. No extensions will be given after a 
missed due date. 



Ø   Technology: No cell phones, please. The class is only an hour and fifteen minutes long. 
Those texts can wait. I will allow laptops on days when the reading is not included in the 
Coursepack or in a purchased book. On those days, please use your laptop responsibly. 

Ø   Exams: Exams must be taken in our classroom on the day they are scheduled. I cannot move 
exam dates. 

 
Resources 

•   Maps: 
o   http://www.bl.uk/magnificentmaps/map1.html 

 
•   Skaldic Poetry: 

o   http://www.hurstwic.org/history/articles/literature/text/Skaldic_Poetry.htm 
 

•   Manuscripts: 
o   http://hridigital.shef.ac.uk/virtual-vellum 


